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WAKE COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD CHAIRMAN TRIES TO SILENCE 
CITIZENS…AGAIN  

 
Raleigh, NC—Fresh from a vote of confidence last night by the Wake County Board of 
Commissioners, Wake County School Board Chairman Ron Margiotta has decided the 
School Board will not hear from parents or others today as it works toward adopting the 
student assignment plan.  At least two dozen parents and students had planned to speak to 
the Board at today’s meeting, the last opportunity for public comment this year. It is 
anticipated that the Board will vote on the new student assignment plan in early February. 
  
“Chairman Margiotta’s move appears to be an attempt to silence those parents until the 
Board is well down the road to finalizing their decisions,” said Yevonne Brannon, Chair, 
Great Schools in Wake Coalition (GSIW). 
 
“But whenever parents are shut out of the process, the school system suffers.  There are 
thousands of committed, intelligent parents who want to be part of their children's 
education, and a part of this planning process.  Inviting them to a public hearing after the 
plan is largely in place is at a minimum poor leadership and a poor example of public 
engagement,” Brannon said. 
 
Brannon also noted that it appears that Margiotta’s action is a content-based restriction on 
speech that violates citizens' free speech rights under the First Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution. Further, the Chairman’s last minute decision seems to violate the spirit of 
the North Carolina Open Meetings Law, which requires 48 hours notice if a meeting’s 
agenda is changed. GSIW is investigating other options to ensure public participation at 
all stages of development of the assignment plan. 
 
Margiotta’s decision on Monday night came just a few hours after the Wake Board of 
Commissioners, in a 4-3 vote, gave the green light to re-segregation of the Wake County 
School system, by rescinding an anti-resegregation resolution adopted earlier in the year.   
 



“While the majority of the Commissioners said that was not their intent to resegregate the 
public schools, in fact that will be the effect of the current strategies being pursued by the 
School Board,” Brannon said, unless they listen to parents and change their direction.” 
 
 

### 
 
About Great Schools in Wake Coalition: 
A project of WakeUP Wake County, Great Schools in Wake Coalition (GSIW) is a 
community coalition of organizations, business leaders, parents and citizen advocates 
who are working to ensure educational excellence in the Wake County Public 
School System.  GSIW’s mission is to provide accurate information to educate the public 
about policy initiatives that would impact the quality of education, foster well-informed 
discussions about critical education issues, and advocate for policies that improve public 
education in Wake County.  For more information on the Coalition or to join, please visit: 
greatschoolsinwake.org. 
 


