
 
Department of Justice Budget Cuts 

The Department of Justice terminated 45 positions this week as a result of the General Assembly’s drastic $10 million cut to the DOJ’s 
budget. Due to these cuts, the state of North Carolina will lose decades of experience prosecuting criminals, keeping criminals behind 
bars, ensuring safe drinking water, protecting the taxpayer from potential liability, and other valuable experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cuts DOJ was forced to make include:  

• A 30-year lawyer who specializes in clean water quality.  
• Criminal appeals attorneys who specialize in keeping child sex offenders behind bars.  
• An attorney who enforces child support laws going after deadbeat parents. 
• Attorneys who defend the state – often in frivolous lawsuits – whenever there are claims of negligence. Each of these claims 

carries the potential for up to a million dollar taxpayer payout. 
• Attorneys with experience in tobacco cases, video poker and internet sweepstakes enforcement, law enforcement officer 

training and prosecuting complex cases against some of our state’s most dangerous criminals.  
• DOJ will return the responsibility of some criminal appeals to district attorney offices and will not be able to prosecute as many 

cases district attorneys refer to DOJ due to conflict or complexity.  
 

“The Department of Justice has taken action to respond to the legislature’s irresponsible cuts,” 
said Attorney General Stein. “Any additional cuts will be harmful to public safety and risk 

exposure to taxpayers. It would be reckless to force further layoffs. I call on the legislature to 
protect North Carolinians by restoring this $3 million cut.” 

 

By the Numbers: 

$18 Million – DOJ’s Total Administration/Legal Services General Fund 
Budget 

$10 Million - Legislature Required Cut to Administration/Legal Services 

$3.5 Million – DOJ Reductions in Force 8/2/2017 

$3.5 Million – State Agency/Department Support for Existing Positions as 
of 8/2/2017 

$3 Million – Legislative Action Needed to Restore 


