
 

Representative William O. Richardson 

North Carolina House District 44 

North Carolina General Assembly 

1021 Legislative Building 

Raleigh, NC  27601-1096 

(919) 733-5601 

William.Richardson@ncleg.net 

          

January 3, 2021 

          Via Legislative Email 

Dear Governor Cooper, Speaker Moore, and President Pro Tempore Berger,    

            

I hope this letter finds each of you well and rested from a wonderful holiday. I congratulate each of you on 

your respective elections and for Speaker Moore and President Pro Tem Berger, on your impending re-

election as leaders of the State House and Senate.  I have found each of you to be good men and act in a 

way that you believe is in the best interest of our State. It is my sincere prayer for 2021 that we as elected 

officials begin to work more cooperatively for the benefit of our State and all citizens. The numbers of 

North Carolinians contracting Covid daily is staggering and the slow distribution of the vaccines is 

disturbing.  Now is the time to act promptly and with a renewed commitment to bipartisan results.     

It is in that spirit that I am officially requesting that you call us back into an emergency session (or in the 

alternative have a joint senate/house bipartisan committee meet in the interim with the charge to have 

legislation ready for debate and voting on January 13, 2021) in the coming days to empower and fund our 

National Guard to overcome the roadblocks currently impeding the efficient and rapid delivery of vaccines 

to our citizens. It is obvious that we must not rely on the federal government alone to get this job done. 

Delays only contribute to the geometric rise of our Covid numbers and deaths making our recovery more 

difficult by the day.   

If you have concerns that I am overreacting please consider the alarming and most unfortunate numbers of 

our State. DHHS reported 9,356 new cases in a single day with over 3,479 of our citizens being hospitalized. 

Those numbers and death toll are projected to dramatically increase in the coming weeks.  Over 6,892 North 

Carolinians have already succumbed to Covid, but only less than one percent of our citizens have been 

given the vaccine. That amounts to less than 700 citizens per county, while we as a state continue to rely 

on federally recommended platforms, which frankly are inadequate. Each Covid death was a citizen who 

were our neighbors, our friends, our family.  Frankly, one death is too many for any one person that could 

have lived or lived virus-free.  We have no excuse for not prioritizing the immediate mobilization of 

vaccines across North Carolina. There exist other state-led examples from which we can emulate and adapt 

to our needs that would certainly assist our most vulnerable citizens and increase protection to all.   

Each day we fail to act means another day our citizens are out-of-work, another day of our children are not 

learning and another day required to recover from the immense pain and suffering this virus has caused.  

Simply put, it is not only our duty to prevent delays and faulty processes, but it is a moral imperative.   
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So, I beg and urge each of you - call us back into session NOW or immediately put into action a joint bi-

partisan committee and charge them to come up with legislation which will speed the process up for our 

citizens to get vaccinated. We all know when we come together and let the magic of our democracy do 

what it does best, rise up to the challenges of our times and meet them with North Carolina innovation and 

resolve, great things happen for our people. At the very least, let us make the efforts that twenty-six (26) 

other states are undertaking with National Guard activation.  Let us show our citizens how their state and 

local government is prioritizing their needs and yes, their very lives through the substantive action of their 

elected officials. Effort and sacrifice now will show that there can be bipartisan discussion and collective 

resolutions that do in fact address the well-being of all North Carolinians. This will set the tone for this 

session and years to come.  We are facing a life-crisis moment that can be turned into an opportunity.   

I thank each of you in advance for your prompt attention to this vital issue and look forward to a positive 

response to this request. May God Bless each of you and our wonderful State. 

I remain your servant and colleague as always. 

Respectfully submitted,  

      

Representative Billy Richardson 

District 44, Cumberland County   

 

 

 

 

 
cc:  

 

All members of the NC House of Representatives 

All Members of the NC Senate 

NC House Principal Clerk, James White  

NC Senate Principal Clerk, Sarah Lang 

Governor’s Chief of Staff, Kristy Jones 

 

Links:  

(Vaccine Tracking) https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/covid-vaccine-tracker-global-distribution/ 

(NC Daily Covid Nos.) https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/  

https://www.ncdhhs.gov/news/press-releases/ncdhhs-reports-new-record-highs-covid-19-key-metrics-start-2021 
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